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australian
medical
cannabis
observatory



I’m a fairly simple man…
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Gamekeeper turned poacher…
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Gamekeeper turned poacher…



No apologist for cannabis…
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• Probably originated in 

Central Asia 

• Use predates writing 

in human evolution

Trade routes of broad leaf drug variety throughout the 

Central Asian region. 

Medical Cannabis- Ancient History



Medical Cannabis- Ancient History

• Hemp was one of the first 

plants ever cultivated

• Extensively used for food and 

fibre

• Probably quickly followed by 

medicinal use 

Çatalhöyük, 8000BC
http://www.catalhoyuk.com/
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It’s mostly been a medicine…

Earliest 

recorded 

History, 00:00

Prohibition, 

23:58.34



The Origins Of ‘The War on Drugs’…

• …started with a War on Cannabis



The Origins Of ‘The War on Drugs’…

• …started with a War on Cannabis

– Repeal of Prohibition in 1933

– Left 35,000 officers twiddling their thumbs

– Needed a new target…



Harry J Anslinger
Commissioner of Federal 

Bureau of Narcotics 

(1930-1962)
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The Gems of Harry J. Anslinger 

“There are 100,000 total marijuana smokers

in the US, and most are Negroes,

Hispanics, Filipinos and entertainers.”
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The Gems of Harry J. Anslinger 

“This ‘marijuana’ causes white women to

seek sexual relations with Negroes,

entertainers and any others.”

“ Reefers make darkies think they are good

as white men"



Traditional attitudes to cannabis…



Traditional attitudes to cannabis…



International Legal Situation
• Cannabis is in Schedule IV of the United Nations' Single Convention 

on Narcotic Drugs (1961), making it subject to special restrictions. 

• Article 2 provides for the following, in reference to Schedule IV 

drugs: 

– A Party shall, if in its opinion the prevailing conditions in its country render it the 

most appropriate means of protecting the public health and welfare, prohibit the 

production, manufacture, export and import of, trade in, possession or use of any 

such drug except for amounts which may be necessary for medical and scientific 

research only, including clinical trials therewith to be conducted under or subject 

to the direct supervision and control of the Party.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single_Convention_on_Narcotic_Drugs
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“As the National Institute on Drug Abuse, our 

focus is primarily on the negative consequences 

of marijuana use. 

We generally do not fund research focused on the 

potential beneficial medical effects of 

marijuana.” 

Shirley Simson, NIDA

New York Times, 2010
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Cannabinoid Publications
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Global Medicinal Cannabis Law, 2019 
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Requires a prescriber

No prescriber required



Current as of 2017





The sky has not fallen in.

• Just ENORMOUS overseas experience…

>200,000 officially approved patients >30,000 officially approved patients

Family practitioners considered as ‘proper doctors’



‘The Medicalisation of 

Cannabis’

‘The Green Book’



Predicted Value of US market



Predicted Value of US market



Who is opposed to medicinal cannabis?

Unfamiliar with literature / 

confusion about the 

differences between medical 

and recreational cannabis 

They have a moral problem 

with drug use

They are involved with 

companies that make opiates 

or other analgesics



Beneficiaries

Dr. Herbert Kleber Dr. A. Eden EvinsDr. Mark L. Kraus

http://multiplesclerosisnewstoday.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Alkermes-plc.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Pfizer_logo_(modern).svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Pfizer_logo_(modern).svg
http://img4.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20140222043558/logopedia/images/f/f3/Reckitt_Benckiser.svg
http://www.drugdangers.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/GlaxoSmithKline.jpg


Other beneficiaries...

http://www.drugfree.org/




http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/PainManagement/Documents/appendix-1-national-pain-

strateg.pdf



“Tactical Framing”
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Meanwhile, in the USA…





Manufacturers of analgesics are displeased…
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So, where are we going?



So, where are we going?

• Inevitable expansion of this area of 

medicine

• Legislation needs to make access easier 

for legitimate patients than the black 

market. australian
medical
cannabis
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What does ‘good legislation’ look like?

Legal Framework

Patient 

Experience



This won’t be easy for everyone…



The Need for Civility…





Medical Cannabis: A Marketing Ploy for Legalisation?
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Medical Cannabis: A Marketing Ploy for Legalisation?
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Health Based 

Approach 

to Drugs



Can Medicinal Cannabis Meet 2 Criteria?

• Make your patient feel better?

• Benefits exceed the risks (by a wide margin)?
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In Summary…

• A tipping point is close

• LOTS of vested interests- on both sides of the equation

• Medicinal cannabis can quite clearly be used safely

• …while the science catches up
australian
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In Summary…

• There is actually quite a lot of evidence, and growing

• Far less dangerous than many alternatives

• (Of course you can dose botanical products!)

• Opposition is mostly economic, political
australian
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